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privileges and honours which man might think fit to
assign to it \ and he had undoubtedly familiarised
the minds of many with this way of regarding it, how-
ever imperfect, or cloudy, or unpractical they might
find the development of his ideas, and his deductions
from them. And in Oxford the questions which had
stirred the friends at Hadleigh had stirred others also,
and had waked up various responses. Whately's acute
mind had not missed these questions, and had given
original if insufficient answers to them. Blanco White
knew only too well their bearing and importance, and
had laboured, not without success, to leave behind
him his own impress on the way in which they should
be dealt with. Dr. Hampden, the man in Oxford
best acquainted with Aristotle's works and with the
scholastic philosophy, had thrown Christian doctrines
into a philosophical calculus which seemed to leave
them little better than the inventions of men. On
the other hand, a brilliant scholar, whose after-career
was strangely full of great successes and deplorable
disasters, William Sewell of Exeter College, had
opened, in a way new to Oxford, the wealth and
magnificence of Plato; and his thoughts had been
dazzled by seeming to find in the truths and facts of
the Christian Church the counterpart and realisation
of the grandest of Plato's imaginations. The sub-
jects treated with such dogmatic severity and such
impetuous earnestness in the Tracts were, in one
shape or another, in all men's minds, when these
Tracts broke on the University and English society